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What is tree equity?

Why does it matter?

In Providence, as in most cities, our tree canopy — and the 
EHQHȴWV� LW�SURYLGHV�ȃ�DUH�QRW�GLVWULEXWHG�HYHQO\�DFURVV�
QHLJKERUKRRGV��:H�FDOO�WKH�LVVXHV�DQG�HRUWV�UHODWHG�WR�
HTXDOL]LQJ�WKLV�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�XUEDQ�WUHHV�ȊWUHH�HTXLW\�ȋ

7UHH�HTXLW\� LV� DERXW�SHRSOHȐQRW� MXVW� WUHHV��:KHQ� WUHHV�
DUH� SUHVHQW� LQ� D� QHLJKERUKRRG�� WKH\� SURYLGH� FRXQWOHVV�
EHQHȴWV�WR�LWV�UHVLGHQWV��LQFOXGLQJ�

7KH�PRYHPHQW� IRU� WUHH�HTXLW\� LV� D�PRYHPHQW� IRU� D� FLW\�
WKDW�SULRULWL]HV�WKH�KHDOWK�DQG�ZHOOEHLQJ�RI�%ODFN��EURZQ��
DQG�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�ERGLHV�DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV�

ΖPSURYHG�+HDOWK )ORRG�0DQDJHPHQW %HWWHU�$LU�4XDOLW\

Noise Reduction7HPSHUDWXUH�&RQWUROCarbon Sequestration

(QYLURQPHQWDO� UDFLVP� KDV�ZRYHQ�ZKLWH� VXSUHPDF\� LQWR�
WKH�IDEULF�RI�RXU�FLW\��7KH���PDSV�LQ�WKLV�]LQH�LOOXVWUDWH�WKH�
VWURQJ� VSDWLDO� FRUUHODWLRQV� EHWZHHQ� ZKLWHQHVV�� ZHDOWK��
DQG� HQYLURQPHQWDO� SULYLOHJH� LQ� 3URYLGHQFH�� 7KH\� WHVWLI\�
WR�RQJRLQJ�YLROHQFH�DQG�KDUP�GRQH�WR�%ODFN��EURZQ��DQG�
ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�FRPPXQLWLHV��7KH� IDFW� WKDW� WKHVH�FRPPX�
QLWLHV�KDYH� IHZHU� WUHHV��KRWWHU�VXPPHUV��KLJKHU�DVWKPD�
UDWHV�� DQG� ORZHU� HQYLURQPHQWDO� SULYLOHJH� LVQȇW� D� FRLQFL�
GHQFHȃLWȇV�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�V\VWHPLF�GLVLQYHVWPHQW�DQG�UDFLVW�
SROLF\��IURP�ȊUHGOLQLQJȋ�SROLFLHV�WKDW�GHQLHG�ORDQV�WR�WKRVH�
LQ�ȊKLJK�ULVNȋ�QHLJKERUKRRGV�WR�ȊXUEDQ�UHQHZDOȋ�SURMHFWV�
WKDW�PDUNHG�HQWLUH�FRPPXQLWLHV�RI�FRORU�DV�ȊEOLJKWHGȋ�DQG�
LQ�QHHG�RI�FOHDUDQFH��7KH�PRYHPHQW�IRU�WUHH�HTXLW\�LV�SDUW�
RI�D�VWUXJJOH�WR�UHSDLU�WKLV�KDUP�



 

0DS�VRXUFH�
Urban tree canopy percentage by hexagon
������890�6SDWLDO�$QDO\VLV�/DE

0DS�VRXUFH�
7KH�2SSRUWXQLW\�$WODV��
RSSRUWXQLW\DWODV�RUJ
)UDFWLRQ�RI�SRSXODWLRQ�LGHQWLI\LQJ�
DV�QRQ�ZKLWH�LQ�����
3URGXFHG�ZLWK�GDWD�IURP�WKH�8�6��
&HQVXV�%XUHDX
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Tree Canopy
Cover

Communities
of color
��LGHQWLI\LQJ�DV�QRQ�ZKLWH



0DS�VRXUFH�
7KH�2SSRUWXQLW\�$WODV��
RSSRUWXQLW\DWODV�RUJ
0HGLDQ�KRXVHKROG�LQFRPH�
RI�UHVLGHQWV�LQ����������
3URGXFHG�ZLWK�GDWD�IURP�
IHGHUDO�LQFRPH�WD[�UHWXUQV�	�
WKH�8�6��&HQVXV�%XUHDX

Median 
Household 
Income

Environmental
Privilege
EPI Score
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0DS�VRXUFH�
0LFKDHO�:��0XUSK\��Ȋ0DSSLQJ�
(QYLURQPHQWDO�3ULYLOHJH�LQ�
5KRGH�ΖVODQGȋ��������
(QYLURQPHQWDO�-XVWLFH�



s

Redlining
0DS�RI�3URYLGHQFH�FUHDWHG�E\�WKH
+RPH�2ZQHUȇV�/RDQ�&RUSRUDWLRQ�LQ�����

Ȋ%HVWȋ

Ȋ6WLOO�'HVLUDEOHȋ

Ȋ'HȴQLWHO\�'HFOLQLQJȋ

Ȋ+D]DUGRXVȋ

0DS�VRXUFH�
5HVLGHQWLDO�VHFXULW\�PDS�RI�
3URYLGHQFH������
&UHDWHG�E\�6DPSVRQ�	�
0XUGRFN�&R��IRU�WKH�+RPH�
2ZQHUVȇ�/RDQ�&RUSRUDWLRQ

“Urban Renewal”
&RQGLWLRQ�RI�UHVLGHQWLDO�VWUXFWXUHV�E\�EORFN��DF�
FRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�&LW\�RI�3URYLGHQFH�������

Ȋ*RRG�FRQGLWLRQȋ

Ȋ6RPH�UHSDLUV�QHHGHGȋ

Ȋ0DQ\�UHSDLUV��OLWWOH�FOHDUDQFHȋ

Ȋ6RPH�FOHDUDQFH�QHHGHGȋ

Ȋ0DMRU�FOHDUDQFH�QHHGHGȋ

+RXVLQJ�DQG�5HQHZDO�3URMHFWV

0DS�VRXUFH�
3URYLGHQFH�&LW\�3ODQ�&RPPLVVLRQ��
&RQGLWLRQ�RI�5HVLGHQWLDO�6WUXFWXUHV�
E\�%ORFN��������&ROOHJH�+LOO��$�
'HPRQVWUDWLRQ�6WXG\�RI�+LVWRULF�
$UHD�5HQHZDO�



 

Heat island
effect
$YHUDJH�DPELHQW�DLU�WHPSHUDWXUH�LQ
GHJUHHV�)DKUHQKHLW��-XO\�����

0DS�VRXUFH�
$YHUDJH�DPELHQW�DLU�WHPSHUDWXUH�LQ�
GHJUHHV�)DKUHQKHLW��-XO\�����
'DWD�IURP�5Ζ�+HDW�:DWFK��������
5Ζ'2+��5Ζ'(0�	�&$3$�6WUDWHJLHV

Asthma
5DWH�RI�HPHUJHQF\�GHSDUWPHQW�DVWKPD
FODLPV�SHU�����DVWKPDWLF�0HGLFDLG�HQUROOHHV

/RZHVW�TXLQWLOH
6HFRQG�TXLQWLOH
0LGGOH�TXLQWLOH
)RXUWK�TXLQWLOH
+LJKHVW�TXLQWLOH

0DS�VRXUFH�
5KRGH�ΖVODQG�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK��
ZLWK�GDWD�DQDO\VLV�DQG�PDSV�E\�WKH�
+DVVHQIHOG�&KLOG�+HDOWK�ΖQQRYDWLRQ�
ΖQVWLWXWH�DW�%URZQ�8QLYHUVLW\�



What is the PVD Tree Plan?

Take the survey:

7KH�39'�7UHH�3ODQ�ZLOO�EH�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH��FLW\ZLGH�VWUDWHJLF�SODQ�
WKDW�FHQWHUV�RQ�WKH�QHHGV��LGHDV��DQG�SULRULWLHV�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�PRVW�
LPSDFWHG�E\�WUHH�LQHTXLW\��7KLV�LQLWLDWLYH�LQFOXGHV�DQG�LV�OHG�E\�%ODFN�
DQG�EURZQ�IRONV�OLYLQJ�LQ�QHLJKERUKRRGV�ZLWK�WKH�IHZHVW�WUHHV��ΖW�ZLOO�
IRUP�D�YLVLRQ�DQG�DFWLRQ�SODQ�IRU�FUHDWLQJ�DQ�HTXLWDEOH�DQG�UHVLOLHQW�
XUEDQ�IRUHVW�WKDW�HTXLWDEO\�GLVWULEXWHV�WKH�FULWLFDO�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�RI�
WUHHV�WR�DOO�UHVLGHQWV�

Learn more:

SYGWUHHSODQ�RUJ SYGWUHHSODQ�RUJ�VXUYH\�

https://pvdtreeplan.org/
https://pvdtreeplan.org/

